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Guy Masterson has been visiting Adelaide 

for many years and is always worth putting 

at the top of your list of productions to see 

during the Adelaide Fringe. This year he is 

offering something different in Barking 

Mad, an hilarious true tale that begins with 

him meeting a stunning French model and 

actress. Well, she eventually turned out to 

be German, but she had lived and worked 

in France for so long that her accent was 

impeccable. He was instantly captivated, 

and she walked past as if he was invisible, 

at first. 

 

To his amazement, things changed and 

progressed positively, but there was a fly in 

this romantic ointment, or should I say a 

dog in the manger. He had to share her with the other man in her life, Nelson, her dog, a 

Spitz that he quickly re-spelled by replacing the 'p' with an 'h'. The dog's antagonism 

towards him was mutually returned, and a life of conflict began, worsened when he and 

Brigitte married and she moved to live at his home in England, bringing Nelson. 

 

Masterson is a sensational storyteller, as we have seen many times in the past, his 

American Poodle was a marvellous piece of comic theatrical monologue that demanded 

superior skills in that area, but his personal connection to this story adds another 

dimension, making it his best yet. He recalls the history of his relationship with her dog, 

adding in the voices of Brigitte and their two daughters, and giving voice and 

characterisation to Nelson. 

 

This has to be one for the top of your Fringe list this year. Everybody loves a good 

laugh, and this show is packed with them. Aching sides and jaws are possible side 

effects from this brilliantly written and told tale of ongoing woe, and there are so many 

incidents and anecdotes that are sure to ring a bell with any dog owners or their 

partners. 
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Masterson has done it again! 

 

Masterson is also involved with other Adelaide Fringe productions, including presentingA 

Regular Little Houdini and directing The Devil's Passion for JoAnne Hartstone and 

Passion Pit Theatre, with the remarkable Justin Butcher, who received great acclaim for 

his performance in Scaramouche Jones. Make sure that these are also on your list. 
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